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Seoullo 7017 Project?

Automobile road Human path

in1970 in2017

Boosting the economy * Creation of '! Securing e Establishment of

through connection a green space a culture space T 3 culture network

% Source: http://english.seoul.go.kr/policy-information/key-policies/seoul-station-7017-project/
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1. Comprehensive Development Plan for the Areas near Seoul Station

' Urbanrenewal _
project - Pedestrian fadlities

Createof
a new cultural space

Provide
new economicenergy

In May 2015, the Seoul Metropolitan Government announced the
Comprehensive Development Plan for the Seoul Station Area,” through which it plans to
develop the Seoul Station area into a central axis of the city, connecting the industrial area
that runs from north to south and the MICE axis running from east to west. Seoul put forth
this plan after extensive citizen consultations, including objections through communications
on 100 occasions (73 on-the-spot communications, 7 opinion gatherings, 13 consultations with
related agencies).

Seoul uncovers a development plan for the North Station influence area, as
requested by citizens, in cooperation with Korea Railroad Corporation (KORAIL) regarding
“Seoul Station 7017 Project” at an early stage. Seoul will also carry out traffic measures to
improve the traffic situation by, for example, building a short-distance indirect route (Mallijae-
ro to Yeomcheongyo to Toegye-ro) and reinforcing the arterial axis between the East and the
West (Chilpae-ro to Sungnyemun Gate). In addition to the development of the area north of
Seoul Station, the Seoul Metropolitan Government is also drawing up a plan to create a MICE
axis that connects the COEX and Jamsil area, Seoul Station, Sangam and Susaek area, and

KINTEX in Goyang.
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As part of the government’s efforts to revive Namdaemun Market, which has been in
decline for 10 years, Namdaemun Market was selected as a “Global Luxury Market” by the

central government in April, and will receive KRW 5 billion to reinvigorate the market.

Proposing the direction to utilize the elevated road near Seoul Station
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2. Integrated Regeneration of Areas near Seoul Station and the Seoul Station Overpass

Expected to Revive Local Economies

The Seoul Metropolitan Government plans to transform the total 938 m of the
deteriorated elevated roads near Seoul Station from a road for cars to a path for people. For
the past 45 years, the elevated road has shared the glory and shame of Seoul City. The
elevated road will be connected to 17 pedestrian roads through Seoul Station Plaza and the
area to the north of Seoul Station. The construction of 17 pedestrian roads will open a new
chapter of ‘walking tourism’ in Seoul’s history by connecting areas popular with tourists, such
as Myeong-dong, Namsan, and Seoul Station through history, culture, and shopping. The Seoul
Metropolitan Government plans to turn the Seoul Station area into a must-visit tourist
attraction in Seoul along with Myeong-dong.

The Seoul Metropolitan Government established the Urban Renewal
Headquarters to specify the details regarding a new paradigm for urban development called
“Seoul-Style Urban Renewal,” instead of tearing down the aging structure, as they had in 2014.
Regarding the elevated road near Seoul Station, the city government aims to create a role

model for urban renewal projects that will trigger the revitalization of the Seoul Station area.
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3, Announcement of the | Seoul Station 7017 Project |

The rSeoul Station 7017 ProjectJ is largely focused on 4 significant

improvement of the pedestrian environment through the renewal of the elevated road near
Seoul Station, 4 facilitation of the urban regeneration of Namdaemun Market and the areas

near Seoul Station 4 the remedy and resolution of problems related to communication,
traffic, and safety. The city gsovernment is holding an international contest, from January 29 to
April 24, for the submission of construction designs to turn this plan into a reality. The number
7017 is significant, as it refers to @ the historical elevated road created in 1970 and reborn
in 2017, @ the renewal of the elevated road from a road for cars in 1970 to 17 paths for
people, @ a 17m-high elevated road created in 1970, and @ the significance of being the
first urban regeneration project aiming to transform the Seoul Station Overpass and the areas
near Seoul Station into high value-added areas.

The overall renewal plan is to link the city center, within the four gates, to the
underdeveloped region to the west of the elevated road near Seoul Station, to Seoul Station
itself, the international gateway into Seoul, where over 390,000 people and 75 bus lines pass
through every day.

The international design competition for the renewal of the Seoul Station
Overpass was held from January 29 to April 24, 2015. Coming out on top was Dutch architect
and landscaper Winy Maas with his winning design “The Seoul Arboretum.” The prize-winning
work depicts the Seoul Station Overpass as a massive tree in the skygarden, creating a library-
like collection of local plants arranged according to their names in the Korean alphabet, from
Toegye-ro to Jungnim-dong. Street lamps will line the overpass like tree branches, organically
linking the 17 pedestrian pathways that the Seoul Metropolitan Government requested be

built.
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Station as a “Bridge of Communication,” a place where people can gather and gradually

disperse into surrounding areas. By connecting and integrating the areas, traffic, and culture in

the eastern and the western parts of Seoul, which have long been disconnected, this proposal

offers a new revival model for the dwindling local economies.

Integration of the area expected to reinvigorate the economy

Anticipated to become a center of urban tourism and conventions (Namdaemun Market,

in connection with the North District of Seoul Station Development)
Create a foundation for self-sustaining revival with the connection of pedestrian paths

located between the eastern and western neighborhoods of the area (Seoul Station and

Malli-dong)

Create an innovative, green public space using existing facilities

Propose a new type of hanging garden using existing facilities in the center of Seoul, as
there are limitations on the expansion of green spaces due to a lack of available land and

high real estate prices

Transform the overpass into a hub of history, culture, tourism, and urban ecology

Create new culture based on local cultural resources

Establish a new, multifunctional cultural area by rejuvenating the space under the
overpass and holding cultural programs and activities

Create a network of culture and history connecting the old Seoul Station, Seosomun Gate,
Son Gi-Jeong Memorial Park, Yakhyun Catholic Church, Namdaemun Market, Namsan

Mountain, and Seoul City Wall

Improve accessibility by rearranging bike lanes and pedestrian paths
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4. The history of Seoul Station Overpass

The Seoul Metropolitan Government began the Seoul Station 7017 Project in
earnest by starting repair works on the bridge in March. All construction work will complete
by April 2017; until then, sculptures will be installed, and various events will be held for

citizens.

Beautiful safety facilities, green walkway wall

The Seoul Metropolitan Government covered the wall at the overpass
construction site with design works featuring citizens’ feet walking on the green walkway, along
with businesses and cultures that represent the Seoul Station area.

Since the wall along the Seoul Station Overpass was low and long (2 m in
height, 300 m in length), there was a limit in applying design. Therefore, by highlighting various
“feet” walking on the walkway, the design invokes the image of walking on a walkway. The
wall installed at the entrance and exit of Toegye-ro and Malli-dong depicts businesses and
cultures representing the Seoul Station area. The design of the wall was created by the young
designer group “VERY JOON OH” as a part of a talent donation, which is meaningful, as it is a
policy with citizens.

The wall of Seoul Station Overpass is not only designed to avoid danger at the
construction sites, but also to promote the Seoul Station 7017 Project to citizens and tourists,

as well as serve as new tourist attraction in the Seoul Station area.
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Wall in the direction between the Seoul Station and Sungnyemun Gate

The wall of Seoul Station Overpass has a green background, symbolizing a

walkway with flourishing flowers and trees, and depicts various feet of citizens walking on the
walkway.

In particular, the feet of Seoul citizens represent traditional shoes made in
various materials such as cloth of hanbok, silk, and straw, drawing citizens’ imagination to

those who have walked along this path in the past.

Wall in the direction of Toegye-ro
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The Wall at the entrance and exit in the direction of Toegye-ro depicts
children’s clothes, general merchandise, kitchen supplies, flowers, glasses, accessories,

cameras, and other goods representing Namdaemun Market.
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Wall in the direction of Malli-dong
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The wall around Malli-dong depicts a sewing machine, tape measures, scissors,
pens, brushes, paint, and rollers which represent sewing industry, Malli-dong Artists

Cooperative and Art & Design Studio.

A Glance into the Overpass Walkway, Seoul Station 7017 Info Garden

The Seoul Metropolitan Government created and opened to the public the
Seoul Station 7017 Info Garden, which is a small edition of the Seoul Station Overpass Walkway
at the pedestrian passageway next to the Seoul Metropolitan Library. The Seoul Station 7017
Info Garden consists of two cylinder-type structures, which will be used as an exhibit room
and an information room, and a walkway where large tree pots and lights are installed. It is
designed by Winy Maas, the Dutch landscape architect who won the international design
competition for the renewal of the Seoul Station Overpass.

At the Seoul Station 7017 Info Garden, events will be held until November for
experiencing in advance various programs that will take place on the Seoul Station Overpass
Walkway in April next year. The events include “This month’s Info Garden,” for enjoying in
advance the seasonally changing landscape of the Seoul Station Overpass; “Info Garden
Learning Festival,” featuring puppet shows; a flea market; walking tour programs; and others.
In addition, Overpass Story Exhibition will take place, displaying the past and the future of
Seoul Station and Seoul Station Overpass, with messages and pictures of visitors to the Info

Garden.
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Exhibit room

The room is a cylinder-type structure five meters in diameter and four meters
in height. The entire wall is made of glass, and citizens passing by can look into the exhibition
and videos displayed inside. This is an open space where, using smart media technology,
visitors can experience in advance the past and the future of the Seoul Station Overpass in
virtual images and share their own opinions.
Information room

Work Support Place: Staff are stationed to provide citizens with information
on Seoul Station 7017 Project, including the Seoul Station Overpass Walkway.
Walkway

On the walkway, large tree pots (six general pots and four bench pots) and
lighting illuminating night landscapes are installed, creating a small garden where citizens can
rest.

Major plants featured are pinaceae (Japanese red pine, Lace-bark pine, Pine
tree, and Pinus strobus) representing evergreens and Rosaceae (Four season rose, Apple tree,
Korean whitebeam, and Hawthorn) representing deciduous trees.

Inside of Seoul Station 7017 Info Garden
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4. The New Name of the Seoul Station Overpass Walkway, “Seoullo” and Bl Announced

English (Basic) English (Variation) Korean (Basic) Chinese

ME2 BRI

SlNcE 7017 SINCE 7017

Seoullo Seous©
20T RN yenz Mgtk

SINCE 7017 SINCE 7017

Variation

The new name and face of the Seoul Station Overpass Walkway has been
decided. “Seoullo” has dual meanings of “walking path for people representing Seoul,” and
“a path towards Seoul” at the same time. It also refers to the year 1970, when Seoul

Station Overpass was built, and the year 2017, when it will be transformed into a walking

path.

The logo is designed using a curved shape, and resembles a smiling face with
good grace, showing friendliness. The letter “ro” symbolizes the shape of walking human

feet, highlighting the meaning of “walking path.”
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The design of Bl “Seoullo 7017” was created by “VERY JOON OH”, a creative
group of designers in Seoul, headed by Oh Joon Sik, who was a creative director at various
companies, as a part of a talent donation. Previously, VJO designed the 300-meter long wall
of the Seoul Station Overpass’ main track as a part of a talent donation.

The Bl announced will be applied to civic facilities on the walkway, as well as
various road signs indicating the walkway. In addition, the city plans to develop applied

designs in various kinds to utilize them in making souvenirs.

Green Walkers, Environment Protectors

The Seoul Metropolitan Government operates Green Walkers, a volunteer
organization, to manage the new Seoul Station Overpass Walkway. The Green Walkers were
selected among citizen volunteers and received training for 10 weeks for the systematic
operation.

On July, the first Green Walkers (93 people) finished all education and had a
completion ceremony. The first Green Walkers will improve their ability through various

activities such as workshops and field placement.
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